
ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE BUST OF THE YOUNG EROS OR CUPID
A FINE ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE BUST OF THE YOUNG EROS OR CUPID HIS EYES INLAID WITH SILVER, HIS LIPS SLIGHTLY

PARTED, HIS SHOULDERS FRAMED BY ACANTHUS LEAVES
PROBABLY A FURNITURE MOUNT FROM A TABLE OR COUCH

1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 2¾ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THIS BUST OF THE YOUTHFUL GOD OF LOVE, SON OF VENUS, HAS EYES INLAID OF SILVER AND THE HOLES FOR THE
PUPILS PROBABLY ONCE HELD POINTS OF GLASS OR IVORY. VENUS WAS COMMONLY CALLED THE ‘LOVER OF LAUGHTER’

AND WAS DEPICTED NAKED ACCOMPANIED BY EROS, HER GOD OF DESIRE. HER CULT HELD ALL THAT PHYSICAL LOVE
WAS SACRED AND THAT NOTHING WAS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE NUDE BODY. THE ROMANS WORSHIPPED HER AND

CUPID AS DIVINE UNTIL HER CULT WAS SUPPRESSED BY THE EMPEROR CONSTANTINE.

 


