Finch & C°

ANCIENT IMPERIAL ROMAN OVER LIFE SIZE MARBLE HAND

AN ANCIENT IMPERIAL ROMAN OVER LIFE SIZE MARBLE HAND OF AFEMALE FROMA COLOSSAL STATUE
THE INDEXFINGER AND THUMB EXTENDED, THE OTHER FINGERS BENT, ALL GRASPING ATWISTED LENGTH OF A
HIMATION
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 23CMLONG—9 INS LONG

LITERATURE

BOTH THE ROMAN EMPEROR NERO IN THE 1ST CENTURY AD AND EMPEROR HADRIAN IN THE 2ND CENTURY AD APPEAR
TOHAVE BEEN GENUINELY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT ART AND BECAUSE THE WEALTHY ROMAN CITIZENS FOLLOWED THEIR
EMPEROR’S LEAD, THE CITY OF ROME BECAVE AMAGNET FOR ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN FROMALL OVER THE EMPIRE,
AND THE FASHIONS SET IN ROME GRADUALLY FILTERED OUT INTO THE PROVINCES. THE OFFICIAL PORTRATS OF THE
EMPEROR AND HIS FAMLY HAD AN ENORMOUS EFFECT ON THE WAY THAT ROMANS THEMSELVES EITHER LOOKED OR
CHOSE TO HAVE THEMSELVES PORTRAYED. IN THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS EVERYONE WAS CLEAN-SHAVEN AND RATHER
CLASSICAL LOOKING, BUT IN THE 2ND CENTURY AD HADRIAN INTRODUCED AFASHION FOR BEARDS, WHICH QUICKLY
BECAME OBLIGATORY FOR ALL FASHIONABLE AND WELL-TO-DO MEN.



