
FLEMISH SOUTH NETHERLANDS LATE GOTHIC CARVED IVORY STANDING FIGURE
A FINE FLEMISH SOUTH NETHERLANDS LATE GOTHIC CARVED IVORY STANDING FIGURE OF THE VIRGIN AND CHRIST

CHILD 
MOUNTED ON AN OLD VELVET COVERED STAND

LATE 14TH – EARLY 15TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CM HIGH – 7 INS HIGH (25.5CM HIGH – 10 INS HIGH OLD VELVET STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THIS DELICATE CARVING OF THE MADONNA AND CHILD WAS MEANT TO BE VIEWED FROM THE FRONT, AND PROBABLY
ONCE HAD A SILVER HALO ATTACHED TO THE VIRGIN'S HEAD. IT WOULD ORIGINALLY HAVE BEEN SET ON A SMALL

ALTARPIECE OR TABERNACLE TO BE VIEWED AS A SUBLIME OBJECT OF PERSONAL DEVOTION.
THE POSE AND THE SIMPLICITY OF THE FALL OF THE DRAPERY COMPOSED OF SEVERAL OVERLAPPING GARMENTS, THE

VIRGIN’S ELONGATED SLENDER FACE, LONG STRAIGHT NOSE AND SMALL MONTH AND CHIN HARK BACK TO THE EARLIER
GOTHIC STYLE OF THE IVORIES OF THE ÍŽLE DE FRANCE SCHOOL. GOTHIC IVORIES WERE IN VIRTUALLY EVERY ROYAL

EUROPEAN TREASURY AND ALSO EVERY SACRISTY, BUT IN NONE OF THE INVENTORIES IS THE ORIGIN OF THE EXAMPLE
RECORDED. FLEMISH VIRGINS AND SHRINES OF IVORY WERE OFTEN DISCOVERED IN COLLECTIONS IN ITALY AND

THOUGHT TO BE OF ITALIAN ORIGIN. HOWEVER, FLANDERS CARRIED ON AN EXTENSIVE TRADE WITH ITALY IN THE 15TH
CENTURY WHERE THEIR IVORY WORKS OF ART WERE MUCH SOUGHT AFTER.

 


