
JERUSALEM DEVOTIONAL CARVED OLIVE WOOD MODEL OF CHRIST’S CRUCIFIXION CROSS
A JERUSALEM DEVOTIONAL CARVED OLIVE WOOD MODEL OF CHRIST’S CRUCIFIXION CROSS ON A TAPERING STEPPED

BASE INLAID WITH MOTHER OF PEARL, ENGRAVED WITH THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION
LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 62.5CM HIGH, 26CM WIDE – 24½ INS HIGH, 10¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.14, ITEM NO.88, FOR A 17TH CENTURY JERUSALEM MODEL OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE
AS A HOLY CITY FROM THE TIME OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT, JERUSALEM HAS ALWAYS ATTRACTED SCHOLARS AND

PILGRIMS, BUT AFTER THE DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATIONS OF THE HOLY CHRISTIAN SITES, IT BECAME A VERY IMPORTANT
FOCUS OF PILGRIMAGE. IN 1335 THE FRANCISCANS RETURNED TO THE CITY AND OVER TIME NUMEROUS CHURCHES,

MONASTERIES AND ASSOCIATED HOSPICES WERE BUILT TO CARE FOR, ACCOMMODATE AND CATER TO THE THOUSANDS
OF CHRISTIAN PILGRIMS. IN THE 17TH CENTURY THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS BEGAN TO TAKE COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGE OF

THIS INFLUX AND FOUNDED WORKSHOPS USING THE LOCAL SYRIAN CRAFTSMEN TO MAKE MOTHER OF PEARL INLAID
WOOD MODELS OF THE SEPULCHRE, THE TOMBS, PILGRIMAGE SITES AND OBJECTS IN THEIR TRADITIONAL STYLE TO

SELL TO THE PILGRIMS AS ‘SOUVENIRS’, THEREBY BOOSTING THE MONASTERY’S REVENUES.

 


