Finch & C°

ITALIAN ROMAN MICRO MOSAIC PLAQUETTE CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL MOROCCO

AFINE ITALIAN ROMAN MCRO MOSAIC PLAQUETTE CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL RED MOROCCO LEATHER CASE
DEPICTING AN ETRUSCAN AVPHORA
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5CMDIA-2 INS DIA. / 6CMDIA —2%4INS DIA (CASE)

LITERATURE

ROME WAS THE FULCRUMOF THE 18TH CENTURY GRAND TOUR ITINERARY AND IT WAS THE BRITISH WHO ARRIVED IN
THE LARGEST NUMBERS. IT HAD BECOME ESSENTIAL FOR AGENTLEMAN WITH AVBITIONS TO PLAY ALEADING ROLE IN
THE SOCIETY OF THE DAY TOMISIT ITALY ON HIS PERSONAL GRAND TOUR AND TO TRY TO BRING HOME IMPORTANT
ANTIQUITIES AND WORKS OF ART. MANY WERE DISAPPOINTED AS THE LATEST FINDS WERE OFTEN ALREADY IN THE
HANDS OF THE VATICAN OR DESTINED FOR OTHER PRESTIGIOUS COLLECTIONS, AND SO IN ORDER TO SATISFY THIS
DEMAND FOR APIECE OF ITALIAN HISTORY, THE ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN BEGAN TO PRODUCE ‘SOUVENIRS'. THESE
WERE OFTEN MINIATURE COPIES OF THE MAJOR MONUMENTS AND IN TIME CAVE TO BE CONSIDERED AS WORKS OF ART
IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. ROMAN MCRO MOSAICS WERE VERY POPULAR WITH THE ARTISTS, ARISTOCRATS AND LITERATI
‘TOURISTS’ PROVIDING THEMWITH SNAPSHOTS OF THE UNATTAINABLE.



