
RARE TUSCAN RENAISSANCE WOOD BRACCIALE
A RARE TUSCAN RENAISSANCE WOOD BRACCIALE 

USED IN PLAYING THE GAME OF PALLONE COL BRACCIALE. THE TOP AND BASE IMPRESSED WITH NUMEROUS MARKS
RESEMBLING A SHUTTLECOCK AND WITH THE WORDS ‘CARIOLO GIUSEPPI IN SACILL’ TO THE TOP 

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 22CM HIGH, 20CM DIA. – 8½ INS HIGH, 8 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

PALLONE IS THE NAME GIVEN TO SEVERAL TRADITIONAL ITALIAN BALL GAMES PLAYED THROUGHOUT ITALY WITH SOME
VARIATIONS IN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS. PALLONE COL BRACCIALE WAS PLAYED WITH A WOODEN CYLINDER SUCH
AS THIS EXAMPLE THAT WAS CALLED A ‘BRACCIALE’. WORN OVER THE FOREARM, INFLATED BALLS WERE STRUCK BACK
AND FORTH ON COURTS OFTEN MARKED OUT ON TOWN STREETS. A DESIGNATED SERVER CALLED A ‘MANDARINO’ WHO
IS NOT OTHERWISE PART OF THE GAME FIRST PUTS THE BALL INTO PLAY. THE RECEIVERS CAN REJECT SERVES AT WILL.
SCORING IS BY FIFTEENS AND TENS AS IN TENNIS WITH THE TEAM THAT WINS TWELVE GAMES THE FINAL WINNER OF THE
MATCH. THE CARVED WOOD BRACCIALE COULD WEIGH UP TO 2 KILOGRAMS AND BROKEN ARMS WERE FREQUENTLY THE

RESULT OF CARELESS OR ROUGH PLAY. 
THE GAME WAS PARTICULARLY POPULAR FROM THE MID 16TH CENTURY WHEN ITS FIRST OFFICIAL REGULATIONS WERE
INVENTED BY ANTONIO SCAINO FROM SALÅ​, TO AROUND 1910 WHEN ITALIAN PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS OF PALLONE CON

BRACCIALE WERE THE RICHEST TOP PAID SPORTSMEN IN THE WORLD. 
FOUR VERSIONS OF THE GAME ARE NOW PLAYED ACROSS EUROPE, THE USA AND ARGENTINA WITH A SMALLER MODERN

HARD RUBBER BALL AND A LIGHTER BRACCIALE.

 


