
DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN SMALL NEOCLASSICAL URN SHAPED VASE
A FINE DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN SMALL NEOCLASSICAL URN SHAPED VASE

STANDING ON AN ALABASTER AND ORMOLU MOUNTED EBONISED BASE
CIRCA 1780 – 1800

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH – 6½ INS HIGH 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 15, ITEM NO. 1, FOR A LARGE BLUE JOHN VASE

 
LITERATURE

NO TWO PIECES OF BLUE JOHN ARE EVER ALIKE. THE COLOURS RUN IN BANDS ACROSS THE BODY OF THE FLUORSPAR
AND RANGE IN COLOUR FROM PURPLE AND DARK BLUE TO YELLOW, BUFF AND OFF WHITE, AND THEIR DISPOSITION IS

ALWAYS DIFFERENT. BLUE JOHN WAS ORIGINALLY DISCOVERED BY LEAD MINERS EMPLOYED AS SLAVES BY THE ROMANS
IN BRITAIN AS VEINS IN THE CAVERNS AND CAVES OF THE DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT. PRIZED FOR ITS 'IMPERIAL'

PURPLE COLOURING IT BECAME VALUABLE AS A FRAGILE SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE, WHICH WAS EXPORTED TO ROME.

 


