
PARTIALLY COMPLETE SKELETON OF AN EXTINCT NEW ZEALAND MOA
THE VERY RARE PARTIALLY COMPLETE SKELETON OF AN EXTINCT NEW ZEALAND MOA 'MEGALAPTERYX DIDINUS'

EXCAVATED AND EXPORTED FROM NEW ZEALAND IN THE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 91CM HIGH, 36 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE MOAS OF NEW ZEALAND ARE AMONG THE BEST KNOWN OF ALL EXTINCT BIRDS AND LIKE THE FAMOUS DODO THEY
WERE FLIGHTLESS BIPEDS WITHOUT EVEN THE VESTIGE OF A WING. THERE WERE SEVERAL DIFFERENT KINDS,

PROBABLY AROUND 13 SPECIES, ALL LIVING IN NEW ZEALAND RANGING FROM A GIGANTIC FOUR METRES TALL TO THE
SIZE OF A LARGE TURKEY. THE LESSER MEGALAPTERYX WAS AROUND THE SIZE OF A SMALL SHETLAND PONY AND ALL OF

THEM RESEMBLED THE OSTRICH IN FORM AND SHAPE.
SOME WERE STILL LIVING WHEN TASMAN FIRST SIGHTED THE ISLANDS IN 1642 AND CERTAINLY THE HISTORICAL TRIBES

OF THE MAORI KNEW THE MOA AND PRIZED IT AS A FOOD SOURCE, BUT IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEY BECAME EXTINCT
SOME 300 YEARS AGO. ALTHOUGH IN 1844, ROBERT FITZROY, ONCE CAPTAIN OF THE BEAGLE AND THEN GOVERNOR OF
NEW ZEALAND, INTERVIEWED AN ANCIENT MAORI NAMED HAUMATANGI WHO SAID THAT AS A SMALL BOY HE HAD SEEN

CAPTAIN COOK AND TWO YEARS EARLIER, THE TRAPPING OF A MOA. 
THE FIRST EXCAVATED EXTINCT MOA BONE ARRIVED IN BRITAIN IN 1839 AND WAS EXAMINED BY THE FAMOUS VICTORIAN

COMPARATIVE ANATOMIST RICHARD OWEN. IN 1878 THE DRIED HEAD, NECK AND LEGS, WITH SOME SKIN LIGAMENTS AND
FEATHERS ATTACHED OF A MEGALAPTERYX DIDINUS, WAS FOUND IN A CAVE NEAR LAKE WAKATIPU. THESE WERE ALSO
SENT TO BRITAIN AND PURCHASED BY THE BRITISH MUSEUM WHERE AFTER RESEARCH THEY SHOWED THAT THE MOA
WAS FEATHERED FROM THE BASE OF THE BEAK TO THE TOES. MANY MOA BONES AND SEVERAL PARTIALLY COMPLETE

SKELETONS NOW EXIST IN SOME OF THE WORLD’S MAJOR MUSEUMS, BUT THEY ARE RARELY FOUND IN PRIVATE
COLLECTIONS AND THIS EXCELLENT SPECIMEN IS POSSIBLY UNIQUE ON THE MARKET.

 


