Finch & C°

'INDO-PORTUGUESE TABLE CABINET OF HGHT DRAWERS

AFINE 'INDO-PORTUGUESE' TABLE CABINET OF EIGHT DRAWERS
MADE FROM TEAK OVERLAID WITH TORTOISESHELL AND INLAID WITH IVORY, GILT BRONZE SIDE HANDLES AND MOUNTS
PROBABLY MADE IN GUJARAT OR SIND IN MUGHAL INDIA
GOOD ORIGINAL CONDITION
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 23.5CMHIGH, 26CM DEEP, 39.5CMWIDE
9% INS HIGH, 10% INS DEEP, 15%2INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IT HAS FOR LONG BEEN SUPPOSED THAT THESE TABLE CABINETS WERE MADE IN 17TH CENTURY PORTUGUESE GOAIN
SOUTH INDIA HOWEVER, IT IS NOW PROPOSED THAT THEY WERE IN FACT MADE IN GUJARAT AND SIND IN MUGHAL INDIA
AS CONTEMPORARY REFERENCES TO TORTOISESHELL CASKETS AND CABINETS HAVE BEEN FOUND OF THEMBEING
PRODUCED, IN THIS REGION.

THEY WERE USED FOR JEWELLERY: IN A17TH CENTURY MINIATURE NOW IN THE CHESTER BEATTY LIBRARY THE
PORTRAIT OF RUSTAMKHAN' AN UNDECORATED CABINET IS DEPICTED IN THE UPPER BORDER WITH TWO SERVANT
FIGURES PLACING DIFFERENT JEWELS IN EACH DRAWER. THIS ALSO SHOWS THAT THESE CABINETS WERE MADE FOR A
LOCAL MARKET AND NOT JUST PRODUCED ON COMMISSION TO SERVE EUROPEAN DEMAND.



