Finch & C°

ENGLISH NEOCLASSICAL TURNED BLUE JOHN SPAR VASE

AFINE ENGLISH NEOCLASSICAL TURNED BLUE JOHN SPAR VASE
RAISED ON ASTEPPED PEDESTAL BASE SET WITH BLUE JOHN PANELS
CIRCA 1780-1800
SIZE: 32CMHIGH, 9.5CM SQUARE (BASE) — 12% INS HIGH, 3% INS SQUARE (BASE)
PROVENANCE: EX COLLECTION OF THE HONOURABLE BENJAMN LEIGH
LITTLE RISSINGTON HOUSE, LITTLE RISSINGTON, CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

LITERATURE

SOMETIMES KNOWN AS DERBYSHIRE SPAR, BLUE JOHN WAS FIRST DISCOVERED AS AVALUABLE MINERAL BY THE
ROMANS 2000 YEARS AGO AS THEY MINED FOR LEAD IN THE CAVERNS. PURPLE WAS THE IMPERIAL COLOUR, ONLY TO BE
WORN BY THE EMPERORS AND RULERS OF ROME AND THE NATURAL PURPLE VEINING AND TRANSLUCENCY OF BLUE
JOHN FASCINATED THEM THE MINERAL SEAMS ONLY FOUND IN TREAK CLIFF AT CASTLETON WERE CAREFULLY MINED
AND LARGE QUANTITIES EXPORTED TO ITALY WHERE IT WAS MADE INTO DECORATIVE OBJECTS FOR THE HOUSES OF THE
ELITE.

AFTER THE ROMANS LEFT BRITAIN THE MINES FELL INTO DISUSE AND THEY WERE NOT REOPENED UNTIL THE 18TH
CENTURY WHEN ASMALL LOCAL INDUSTRY GREW UP CENTRED ON PRODUCING TURNED OBJECTS MADE OF BLUE
JOHN. IN THE 1770°S THE ENTREPRENEUR AND EARLY INDUSTRIALIST, MATTHEW BOULTON SPOTTED ITS POTENTIAL
AND BEGAN MOUNTING BLUE JOHN NEO-CLASSICAL URNS, VASES AND CANDELABRAWITH HIS CELEBRATED ORMOLU
FITTINGS.



