Finch & C°

PAIR OF CRISPLY AND ANELY CARVED ANGLO INDIAN COQUILLA NUT AND IVORY TABLE CANDLESTICKS

AN UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC PAIR OF CRISPLY AND FINELY CARVED ANGLO INDIAN COQUILLANUT AND IVORY TABLE
CANDLESTICKS
DECORATED WITH UNFURLING ACANTHUS LEAVES AND FESTOONS OF FLOWERS
PROBABLY MURSHIDABAD, BENGAL
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22.5CMHIGH - 9 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

MURSHIDABAD WAS THE NAWABI CAPITAL OF BENGAL AND ACELEBRATED CENTRE OF IVORY CARVING THAT
SPECIALISED IN SMALL-SCALE ARTICLES SUCH AS COMVBS, FLY WHISK HANDLES, CHESSMEN, CASKETS AND
CANDLESTICKS. THE WORKSHOPS WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR ‘INIMTABLE IVORY WORK', WHICH WAS SOLD TO EUROPEAN
TRAVELLERS. THE DECORATION EMPLOYED ON THESE OBJECTS WAS INSPIRED BY IMPORTED EUROPEAN EXAVPLES OR
BY DESIGNS SUPPLIED BY LOCALLY BASED EUROPEAN TRADESMEN. WESTERN STYLE FURNITURE WAS ALSO MADE BY
THEMIN SMALL QUANTITIES AND PROBABLY ONLY ON ACOMMSSION BASIS AND THESE CANDLESTICKS TYPICAL OF THE
MURSHIDABAD WORKSHOPS DELICATELY CARVED DECORATION, MAY HAVE STOOD ON AN IVORY ‘TEAPQOY’, WHOSE FORM
WAS DIRECTLY TAKEN FROMA EUROPEAN CANDLESTAND.



