Finch & C°

BLUE JOHN NEO CLASSICAL CAMPANA VASE ON A SQUARE BLACK MARBLE BASE

ASUPERBLY VEINED BLUE JOHN NEO CLASSICAL CAVPANAVASE ON A SQUARE BLACK MARBLE BASE
CIRCA1780-1800
SIZE: 25CMHIGH, 20CMDIA — 9% INS HIGH, 8 INS DIA
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 8, ITEMNO. 85, FOR ABLUE JOHN TAZZA AND CATALOGUE NO. 9, ITEMNO. 71, FOR A
BLUE JOHN GOBLET

LITERATURE

BLUE JOHN IS SAID TO BE THERMOLUMNESCENT. IF ASAMPLE IS CRUSHED TO APOWDER AND DROPPED ONTO AHOT
PLATE IN TOTAL DARKNESS IT CAN BE SEEN TO EMT FLASHES OF LIGHT, RELEASING ENERGY STORED IN ITS CRYSTAL
STRUCTURE.

BLUE JOHN ONLY OCCURS IN SMALL MASSES LINING ANCIENT CAVES OR IN VOIDS IN THE LIMESTONE AND BOULDER
BED OF TREAK CLIFF AND SO THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF LARGE SCALE MINING, AND EACH PIECE HAS TOBE
EXTRACTED CAREFULLY BY HAND. NO EXPLOSIVES CAN BE USED, AS THESE WOULD BLAST OPEN THE CLEAVAGES
SHATTERING THE SEM-PRECIOUS STONE AND RENDERING IT USELESS. INSTEAD, IT IS USUAL MINING PRACTICE TO
EXTRACT THE LIMESTONE AROUND THE BLUE JOHN RELEASING IT FROM THE ENCLOSING ROCK.

IN 1768 MATHEW BOULTON TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO LEASE THE MINES AND IN THE NEXT YEAR HE BOUGHT A
CONSIGNVENT WEIGHING 14 TONS FROMJOHN PLATT AT THE COST OF £15-5S-6D PER TON. AHUGE SUMEVEN FOR
WHAT WAS PROBABLY THE WHOLE YEAR'S OUTPUT OF THE MINE. BY 1892 OUTPUT HAD BEEN REDUCED TO 3 TONS PER
YEAR AND IS NOW NO LONGER PRODUCED EXCEPT IN VERY SMALL QUANTITIES MOSTLY FOR JEWELLERY. THE TOTAL
PRODUCTION FOR ORNAVENTAL PURPOSES IN THE LAST 250 YEARS IS SOVEWHAT LESS THAN 2000 TONSAE!IT HAS
ALWAYS BEEN ARARE AND TREASURED COMMODITY.



