
ENGLISH CARVED IVORY MICRO MINIATURE OF A FRIGATE
A VERY FINE ENGLISH CARVED IVORY MICRO MINIATURE OF A FRIGATE 

UNDER SAIL UPON A BLUE STAINED IVORY SEA WITH MEN ON BOARD SHIP AND ON THE RIGGING BY G. STEPHANY AND J.
DRESCH 

WITHIN AN OVAL GILT METAL AND GLASS SURROUND THE WHOLE CONTAINED IN A BLACK LACQUER AND PARCEL GILT
WOOD FRAME
CIRCA 1790

SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 15CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 6½ INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE FRIGATE WAS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR MOTIFS USED BY G. STEPHANY AND J. DRESCH, ORIGINALLY IMMIGRANTS
FROM AUGSBURG, WHO WORKED IN LONDON AND BATH IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY SELLING MICRO IVORIES TO

MEMBERS OF FASHIONABLE ENGLISH SOCIETY. THEY EXHIBITED SEVERAL TIMES AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY AND WERE
GRANTED THE TITLE ‘SCULPTORS IN MINIATURE ON IVORY TO THEIR MAJESTIES’ BY GEORGE III. THEIR IVORY SCENES
WERE REGARDED AS MARVELS OF MICRO-TECHNIQUE AND WERE HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER BY WEALTHY COLLECTORS

WHO AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITIONS OF THE 1790’S WOULD OUTBID EACH OTHER TO OBTAIN THEM.

 


