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ANCIENT ROMAN PHYSICIAN'S PORPHYRY PILL OR SALVE STONE

ARARE AND UNUSUAL ANCIENT ROMAN PHYSICIAN'S PORPHYRY PILL OR SALVE STONE
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 5.5CMDIA —2%4INS DIA

LITERATURE

DRUGS MADE UP BY THE PHYSICIAN OF ANCIENT ROVE WERE FREQUENTLY MADE OF EXPENSIVE INGREDIENTS AND
THEIR IMPERIAL PATIENTS EXPECTED ALUXURY SERVICE FROM THEIR HIGHLY PAID PERSONAL DOCTOR.
UNDER NERO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION BECAVE ORGANISED INTO TWO DISTINGUISHED RANKS: THE ‘ARCHIATRI
PALATINI' BODY PHYSICIANS FOR THE EMPERORS, AND THE ‘ARCHIATRI POPULARES' TO SERVE THE GENERAL
POPULATIONS. THE FORMER WERE HIGHLY REGARDED COURT OFFICIALS WITH THE TITLE OF ‘SPECTABILES'.
MEDICAL MEN WERE DIMDED INTO PHYSICIANS, SURGEONS AND OCULISTS. EIDENCE HAS ALSO BEEN FOUND OF
DENTISTS, SPECIALISTS FOR DISEASES OF THE EAR, LADY PHYSICIANS FOR FEMALE DISEASES, MDWIVES AND
ASSISTANTS WHOSE MAIN TASK WAS TO RUB PATIENTS WITH MEDICINAL OINTMENT. IN POMPEII TWO CHEMST SHOPS
WERE FOUND AND SOLID MEDICAL SUBSTANCES LAID OUT ON STONES AND SLABS, AND DRIED UP LIQUIDS IN GLASSES
WERE FOUND TOGETHER WITH ASURGICAL APPARATUS OF BRONZE.

FREQUENT DISEASES OF THE EYE NECESSITATED A SEPARATE CLASS OF OCULISTS AND THE NAVES OF THE EMPRESS
LIMA'S ARE KNOWN AND WERE FOUND IN HER FUNERARY VAULT. SMALL VASES, WHICH WERE ONCE THOUGHT TO BE
CHILDREN'S TOYS, WERE USED AS RECEPTACLES FOR DROPS FOR THE EYES AND SMALL SLABS WERE USED FOR
SALVES. IN POMPEII ONE OF THESE SHOWS THE INSCRIPTION ‘LYCIUMIASONIS’ THE PRESCRIPTION OF THE GREEK
OCULIST IASON.



