
MEDIEVAL SOUTH NETHERLANDS BRABANT LIMESTONE SCULPTURE OF AN ABBOT
A FINE LATE MEDIEVAL SOUTH NETHERLANDS BRABANT LIMESTONE SCULPTURE OF AN ABBOT ONE ARM MISSING, A

BAND OF REPAIR AROUND THE SHOULDERS. SOME DAMAGE TO THE NOSE AND CHIN
FIRST HALF 15TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41.5CM HIGH, 26CM WIDE, 19CM DEEP – 16¼ INS HIGH, 10¼ INS WIDE, 7½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE INFLUENCE OF 15TH CENTURY BURGUNDIAN ART CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN IN THIS SCULPTURE. THE FINELY
DETAILED FACE AND TONSURE FRAMING THE ROUND HEAD GIVE THE CARVING A SENSE OF SERIOUS INTENT. AN ABBOT
WAS THE HEAD OF A CHRISTIAN MONASTIC COMMUNITY ESPECIALLY IN THE BENEDICTINE OR CISTERCIAN TRADITIONS.
THE CISTERCIAN'S, WHOSE MOTHER HOUSE WAS IN BURGUNDY WERE AUSTERE IN DIET, CLOTHING, ARCHITECTURE

AND LITURGY AND THE SCULPTURE SUCCESSFULLY PORTRAYS THE ABBOT'S AUSTERITY AND IMPORTANCE AND
PROFOUND BELIEFS.

 


