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TONGAN POLE CLUB WITH AN EXTENSIVE INSCRIPTION CARVED BY A BRITISH SAILOR

AN UNUSUAL AND CURIOUS TONGAN POLE CLUB WITH AN EXTENSIVE INSCRIPTION CARVED BY ABRITISH SALOR
THE GRIP WITH NATIVE TONGAN ENGRAVING, THE TOP SURFACE DECORATION POSSIBLY CARVED BY AMAORI HAND, THE
END CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF ABRITISH ROYAL LION
THE INSCRIPTION READING:

'AMGHTY CHIEF FIRST CUT ME FROM THE TREE AND THIS REDUCED ME TO THE STATE YOU SEE
AWARRIORS ARMSUSTAINED ME IN THE FIELD AND WITH MY HELP HE'S MANY MADE TO YIELD
COVMMTTED BY FATE TO CROSS BRINY WAVE
FOR I WAS BOUGHT BY ASAILOR STOUT AND BRAVE
TO OTAHEITE'S ISLE | BID ADIEU
AND THEN FERTILE PLAINS WHERE FIRST | GREW
THE SHIP | SALE’D IN FROMTHAT ISLE OF FAVE
STRING-A-PATAMWAS THE FRIGATES NAVE
WALDEGRAVE CAPTAIN APRIL 29 WE LEFT THE BAY
IN THE YEAR 1830 WE SAILED AWAY
MY MASTERS NAME IS WILLIAVIBROVWN
WHO BROUGHT ME FIRST TO LONDON TOWN
(NOW I AMTO MY JOURNEY'S END TO BE
HUNG UP FOR TO PLEASE EACH FRIENDY)

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 110.5CMLONG - 43"2INS LONG

LITERATURE

IT WAS THE SIMPLE IRON NAIL WHICH, CAVE INTO THE HANDS OF TONGAN CRAFTSMVEN BY TRADE WITH COOKS SHIPS IN
1773 THAT BROUGHT ABOUT AREMARKABLE CHANGE IN THE SURFACE DECORATION OF THE TRADITIONAL CLUBS.
INSTEAD OF THE PARTIAL ENGRAVING NORMALLY EMPLOYED, POST CONTACT CLUBS HAD MUCH MORE ELABORATE
DECORATION AND WERE SOMETIMES INLAD. BY THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY EUROPEAN TOOLS HAD THUS BEGUN
TO SUPERSEDE THE TRADITIONAL ONES MADE OF STONE, BONE OR SHARK'S TEETH.

THE HISTORY OF THIS CLUB CAN BE PARTIALLY TRACED AS IT CAVE TO BRITAIN ON BOARD THE HMS SERINGAPATAMIN
1830. THE SHIP WAS UNDER THE COMVAND OF CAPTAIN WILLIAMWALDEGRAVE RN WHO WAS THE SENIOR OFFICER IN
THE PACIFIC FROM 1830 TO 1832. UNDER HIS COMMAND THE SHIP CARRIED THE FIRST STAVPED LETTER FROMPITCAIRN
ISLAND TO BRITAIN. THIS LETTER WAS DATED MARCH 17TH 1830 AND CONTAINED THE CAPTAIN'S ACCOUNT OF HISSIT
TO PITCAIRN ISLAND. A COMMEMORATIVE STAVP WAS ISSUED ON PITCAIRN TO MARK THE EVENT WITH AN ILLUSTRATION
OF THE HMS SERINGAPATAMAND THE DATE 1830. THIS CLUB WAS TAKEN ON BOARD SHIP ON APRIL 29TH AND
ACCOMPANIED THE LETTER BACK TO BRITAIN.



