Finch & C°

GEM CARVED GREEN TOURMALINE 'CHROMDRAVITE MINIATURE BUST OF A ROMAN EMPEROR

ARARE GEMCARVED GREEN TOURMALINE 'CHROMDRAVITE' MNIATURE BUST OF AROMAN EMPEROR
ON ASTEP CARVED GREY CHALCEDONY BASE. RUSSIAN OR GERMAN
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH — 3% INS HIGH (OVERALL) —4CMHIGH — 1%2INS HIGH (BUST)

LITERATURE

TOURMALINE EXHIBITS A GREATER RANGE OF COLOUR THAN ANY OTHER GEMAND HAS AN ABILITY TO ATTRACT AND
REJECT LIGHT MATERIAL AND OBJECTS PLACED NEARIT. 18TH CENTURY SAILORS WHO PURCHASED TOURMALINE IN
THE DUTCH COLONY OF CEYLON CALLED IT'ASCHENTREKKER' OR 'ASH-ATTRACTOR' AND USED IT TO CLEAN THEIR
PIPES. WHEN THE CRYSTAL IS HEATED THE ENDS BECONVE POSITIVELY AND NEGATIVELY CHARGED THUS ATTRACTING
DUST PARTICLES.

PRINCELY COLLECTORS OF THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY FAVOURED SMALL PRECIOUS STONE BUSTS DEPICTING LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN IN ANTIQUE COSTUME, AND ANUMBER OF EXAMPLES SURVIVE IN DIVERSE MUSEUMS SUCH AS THE
DRESDEN GREEN VAULT. SOME OF THESE BUSTS REFER TO IDENTIFIABLE PROTOTYPES DERIVED FROMANCIENT
MARBLE SCULPTURE WHEREAS OTHERS TYPIFY RULERS, PHILOSOPHERS AND ANCIENT DEITIES. THREE DOZEN OF
THESE THREE DIMENSIONAL BUSTS MADE FROM GEMS AND CUT STONE HAVE SURMVED IN THE GREEN VAULT, ALL OF
WHICH DIFFER IN QUALITY AND IN THE STYLE OF THEIR EXECUTION. THE MINIATURE BUSTS IN THE COLLECTION OF
AUGUSTUS THE STRONG ARE MADE PREDOMNATELY OF GREEN JASPER, BUT SOME ARE MADE OF AVENTURINE,
CHALCEDONY, OF EMERALD PLASMAAND OTHER GEMS.



