
FINE ENGLISH NEO-CLASSICAL TURNED BLUE JOHN VASE
A FINE ENGLISH NEO-CLASSICAL TURNED BLUE JOHN VASE 

RAISED ON A STEPPED MARBLE PEDESTAL BASE WITH BLUE JOHN PANELS AND ORMOLU BEADING
CIRCA 1780 – 1800

SIZE: 36CM HIGH, 14¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

BLUE JOHN IS A SEMI PRECIOUS MINERAL MINED IN CAVES IN DERBYSHIRE AND WAS KNOWN IN THE 18TH CENTURY AS
‘DERBYSHIRE SPAR’. FIRST DISCOVERED BY THE ROMANS 2000 YEARS AGO, LARGE SPECIMENS WERE EXPORTED BACK
TO ITALY AS TWO VASES OF BLUE JOHN DISCOVERED IN THE EXCAVATED RUINS OF POMPEII DEMONSTRATE. ALTHOUGH

BELOVED AND PRIZED BY THE ANCIENT ROMANS FOR ITS DEEP PURPLE VEINING AND ITS TRANSLUCENCY THE BLUE
JOHN MINES REMAINED ABANDONED AND FORGOTTEN AFTER THEIR RETREAT FROM BRITAIN.

THE MINES WERE REDISCOVERED AND REOPENED IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY AND A SMALL LOCAL INDUSTRY GREW
UP CENTERED ON TURNING OBJECTS MADE OF BLUE JOHN. IN THE 1770’S MATTHEW BOULTON SAW ITS POTENTIAL AND

BEGAN MOUNTING CLASSICAL URNS, PERFUME BURNERS AND CANDELABRA MADE OF THE MINERAL IN HIS RICH
ORMOLU. DURING THE NEO-CLASSICAL REVIVAL MANY OBJECTS SUCH AS OBELISKS, SPECIMEN TABLES, INLAID

FIREPLACES, VASES AND GOBLETS WERE ALL MADE FROM BLUE JOHN AND WERE IN GREAT DEMAND FOR DISPLAY IN
THE GRAND HOUSES OF THE ENGLISH ARISTOCRACY.

 


