
MEDIEVAL SOUTH NETHERLANDS BRABANT LIMESTONE SCULPTURE OF THE VIRGIN AND CHILD
A FINE LATE MEDIEVAL SOUTH NETHERLANDS BRABANT LIMESTONE SCULPTURE OF THE VIRGIN AND

CHILD. 
THE BACK HOLLOWED OUT FOR ATTACHMENT. THE HEAD AND FOOT OF THE CHRIST CHILD MISSING, SOME DAMAGE TO

THE NOSE OF THE VIRGIN
FIRST HALF OF THE 15TH CENTURY

SIZE: 76CM HIGH (INCLUDING STAND) 30CM WIDE, 20CM DEEP 
30 INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND) 12 INS WIDE, 8 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE CARVED MADONNA’S OF THE 15TH CENTURY, UNLIKE THOSE OF THE EARLIER MEDIEVAL GOTHIC PERIOD, NO
LONGER CONTAINED RELICS IN ORDER TO PROVE THEIR VALIDITY AS DEVOTIONAL IMAGES. KNOWN AS THE ‘BEAUTIFUL

MADONNA’S’, THESE SCULPTURES SET NEW STANDARDS WITH THEIR AESTHETIC REFINEMENT, AND BY THEIR FORM
ALONE WERE ABLE TO EXPRESS THE RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE THAT HAD ONCE BEEN CONVEYED BY THE RELIC, WHICH

NOW BECAME OF SECONDARY IMPORTANCE. ART BECAME AN INDISPENSABLE AID TO A BELIEVER’S RELIGIOUS
DEVOTION.

 


