
A NEO CLASSICAL OVAL OIL ON MARBLE PANEL
A NEO CLASSICAL OVAL OIL ON MARBLE PANEL 

FINELY PAINTED WITH A MYTHOLOGICAL SCENE OF MARS AND VENUS, AFTER THOSE FOUND AT POMPEII AND IN THE
SPIRIT OF THE ‘FOURTH STYLE’. THE ASTROLOGICAL SIGN OF A SCORPION BELOW AND IMAGES OF A CHRYSALIS AND

BUTTERFLY IN THE UPPER BACKGROUND. THE WHOLE SUPPORTED BY TWO SATYRS AND SURROUNDED WITH FLORAL
WREATHS AND RIBBONS

CIRCA 1780 – 1820 
SIZE: 53.5CM HIGH, 64CM WIDE, 3.5CM DEEP – 21 INS HIGH, 25¼ INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE LOVES OF MARS AND VENUS WERE OFTEN PORTRAYED IN POMPEII FRESCOES FOR THE NAME OF THE CITY WAS
LINKED WITH THE GODDESS. THE MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES ARE FOUND IN THE MOST LUXURIOUS RESIDENCES IN
DIFFERENT ROOMS AND ALCOVES WHERE GUESTS WERE ENTERTAINED, WHERE CLIENTS WERE RECEIVED AND

PEOPLE WOULD STROLL AROUND THE INTERNAL GARDENS. THE MODELS USED FOR THE COMPOSITION WERE OFTEN
FAMOUS PAINTINGS FROM THE HELLENISTIC ERA AND IN THE FEATURES OF THE LOVERS WE CAN GLIMPSE THE

FEATURES OF THE POMPEIAN. COPIES OF PAINTINGS BY THE FAMOUS HELLENISTIC ARTISTS WERE CONSIDERED A
‘MUST’ TO BE EXHIBITED PROUDLY AND THIS PANEL CONTINUED IN THIS TRADITION. 

THE LATE 18TH CENTURY – EARLY 19TH CENTURY FASHION FOR POMPEIAN ART FIRST APPEARED IN A EUROPE WEARY
OF THE ROCOCO. THE ‘BURIED CITY OF POMPEII’ HELD A FASCINATION FOR THE GRAND TOURIST AND ITS MOST VISIBLE

LEGACY WAS TO BE FOUND IN ITS PAINTINGS. THESE HAVE ENJOYED A PARTICULARLY LONG LIFE IN THAT THEY REMAIN A
GENRE OF DECORATION, WHICH HAS PASSED INTO THE VERNACULAR OF THE DESIGNED MODERN INTERIOR. THUS,
POMPEII CONTINUES TO EXERT ITS FASCINATION AND LIVES ON IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE WESTERN WORLD.

 


