Finch & C°

FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY CARICATURE OF A PRUSSIAN SOLDIER

ACURIOUS FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY CARICATURE OF APRUSSIAN SOLDIER
HAVING AN ARTICULATED HEAD, WHICH TIPS FORWARD TO SHOW HIMASLEEP WHILST ON DUTY, OR BACK TOREVEAL A
LARGE TOOTHY SHOUTING MOUTH
CIRCA1880—1890
SIZE: 13CMHIGH — 5% INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

LITERATURE

HAVING THE IMPERIAL EAGLE ON HIS CAP AND SPORTING ALARGE PRUSSIAN MOUSTACHE THIS FRENCH CARVING
PARODIES THE PRUSSIAN ARMY HELD IN CONTEMPT BY THE FRENCH AFTER THEIR HUMLIATING DEFEAT IN THE
FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR OF 1870-71.

THE SIEGE OF PARIS IN 1871 BY THE PRUSSIANS PRODUCED FOOD SHORTAGES IN THE CITY THAT FORCED THE FRENCH
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE TO ASK FOR AN ARMISTICE. THE HYSTERICAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE SIEGE AND
THE EXISTENCE OF THE NATIONAL GUARD, WHICH WAS NOT DISARMED BY THE TERMS OF THE ARMSTICE, WERE
IMPORTANT CAUSES OF THE PARISIAN INSURRECTION ON MARCH 18TH LEADING TO THE PARIS COMMUNE. EVENTUALLY
PARIS WAS RECAPTURED FROM THE PRUSSIANS WITH HUGE LOSS OF LIFE. MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD
FIGHTING FOR THE COMMUNE WERE MASSACRED IN THEIR THOUSANDS AND OTHERS SENTENCED TO LONG TERMS OF
IMPRISONMENT LEAVING AN UNPRECEDENTED LEGACY OF BITTERNESS.



