
MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED IRONWOOD BIFACIAL WAR CLUB ‘′U′U’
A FINE PACIFIC MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED IRONWOOD BIFACIAL WAR CLUB ‘Â€2UÂ€2U’

LATE 18TH CENTURY – EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 139CM LONG – 54¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE EXTRAORDINARY FORM OF THE Â€²UÂ€²U IS UNIQUE TO THE MARQUESAS ISLANDS AND IS OF PRE-CONTACT ORIGIN.
NO TWO CLUBS ARE EVER CARVED ALIKE AS THE MOTIFS WERE REGARDED AS THE PERSONAL PROPERTY OF EACH

INDIVIDUAL OWNER AND COULD BE USED BY THEM FOR TATTOOING AND THE ORNAMENTATION OF PERSONAL OBJECTS.
IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THESE DESIGNS EITHER AS TATTOOS OR ON OBJECTS REPRESENT THE GODS ‘ATUA’ AS

PROTECTIVE AND WATCHFUL GUARDIANS. 
THE AREA OF CARVING IS TO BOTH SIDES OF THE TOP OF THE CLUB ON WHICH APPEARS THREE TIKKI HEADS ADORNING

A STYLIZED HUMAN FACE. TO THE VERY TOP CARVED IN LOW RELIEF IS ANOTHER FACE. BELOW TOWARDS THE SHAFT
ARE CARVED LINEAR GEOMETRIC BANDS IN WHICH ABSTRACT FACES RESIDE AND IT IS IN THESE BANDS THAT ARE SEEN

THE GREATEST DESIGN DIFFERENCES FROM CLUB TO CLUB. 
THE CLUB IS MADE FROM A HEAVY IRONWOOD CALLED ‘TOA’ WHICH IS ALSO THE MARQUESAN NAME FOR WARRIOR. IT

ATTAINS ITS DARK COLOUR FROM IMMERSION IN TARO SWAMP MUD AND THEN BY POLISHING WITH COCONUT OIL. USED
BY CHIEFS AND WARRIORS FOR BOTH FIGHTING AND PRESTIGE DISPLAY THEY BECAME VALUED HEIRLOOMS. SOME TWO

HUNDRED CLUBS SURVIVE IN MUSEUMS AND PRIVATE COLLECTIONS FROM THE RELATIVELY LARGE NUMBERS
BROUGHT BACK IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. STILL EAGERLY COLLECTED, THESE CLUBS HAVE COME TO SYMBOLISE

THE ‘HIGH ART’ OF THE PACIFIC.

 


