
AN ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD
AN ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD OF A YOUNG BOY PERHAPS GANYMEDES OR MITHRAS

WEARING A HELMET OR CAP ON LATER ENGLISH CARVED MARBLE SHOULDERS.
THE NOSE RESTORED, THE PLUME OF THE HELMET MISSING.
2ND – 3RD CENTURY AD – THE SHOULDERS 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 47CM HIGH – 18½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

IT WAS A COMMON PRACTICE AT THE HEIGHT OF THE GRAND TOUR’S POPULARITY FOR COLLECTORS OF ANTIQUITIES TO
HAVE CARVED APPROPRIATE MARBLE SUPPORTS FOR THEIR FRAGMENTARY PURCHASES. ANCIENT ROMAN HEADS CAN

OFTEN BE SEEN ON 17TH OR 18TH CENTURY SHOULDERS AMONGST COUNTRY HOUSE COLLECTIONS. INDEED THE
EARL OF PEMBROKE FILLED WILTON HOUSE NEAR SALISBURY WITH MANY SUCH BUSTS AND HEADS, SOME OF WHICH

STILL REMAIN ON PUBLIC DISPLAY.

 


