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LITERATURE

THOMAS CAMPBELL (1790 - 1858) WAS AN ENGLISH SCULPTOR WHO FROM 1818 MAINTAINED A STUDIO IN ROME
SCULPTING IN MARBLE THE LIKENESSES OF MANY OF THE MORE ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND TOUR VISITORS. IN 1830 HE

RETURNED TO LONDON AND REGULARLY EXHIBITED AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY UNTIL 1857. MANY IF HIS SCULPTURES ARE
NOW IN MUSEUMS. HIS BUST OF THE ACTRESS SARAH SIDDONS CAN BE SEEN IN THE NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY IN

LONDON.
THERE ARE THREE OUTSTANDING MEMBERS OF THE ASHLEY COOPER FAMILY EACH OF WHOM ACHIEVED DISTINCTION IN

A DIFFERENT FIELD, ANTHONY 1ST EARL OF SHAFTESBURY (DIED 1683) IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE BRITISH OWE THE
HABEAS CORPUS ACT, HE WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE CABAL MINISTRY AND LORD CHANCELLOR IN THE REIGN OF
CHARLES II. THE 3RD EARL (DIED 1713) GRANDSON OF THE 1ST EARL WAS AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS. THE 7TH EARL (DIED 1885), THE SUBJECT OF THIS FINE BUST, WAS A FAMOUS PHILANTHROPIST AND SOCIAL

REFORMER. THE FOUNTAIN SURMOUNTED BY THE WINGED FIGURE OF EROS WHICH STANDS IN THE MIDDLE OF
PICCADILLY CIRCUS AND IS KNOWN TO MILLIONS, WAS ERECTED IN HIS MEMORY.

A GREAT REFORMER HE LED THE MOVEMENT FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS IN THE COTTON MILLS, FACTORIES AND
COLLIERIES OF 19TH CENTURY INDUSTRIAL BRITAIN. IN THE 1840’S HE ARGUED FOR LEGISLATION TO PROTECT

APPRENTICE CHIMNEY SWEEPS OR ‘CLIMBING BOYS’ WHO WERE OFTEN SUFFOCATED OR BURNT WHILST CLEANING THE
SOOT FROM CHIMNEYS. IN 1847 HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR INTRODUCING THE 10 HOUR WORKING DAY. TO THE END OF

HIS LIFE THE 7TH EARL WORKED FOR A GREAT VARIETY OF CAUSES, INCLUDING HOUSING AND EDUCATION,



HIGHLIGHTING THE SUFFERING AND POVERTY OF THE UNDERPRIVILEGED, AND THROUGH HIS TIRELESS EFFORTS
HELPED TO IMPLEMENT THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL WELFARE.

 


