Finch & C°

AN ANCIENT BRITISH LIMESTONE CELTIC PAGAN MALE HEAD

AN ANCIENT BRITISH LIMESTONE CELTIC PAGAN MALE HEAD
THE HAIR FALLING IN STRANDS ACROSS HIS FOREHEAD SHOWING HIS BARRED TEETH
200-300 AD
SIZE: 24CMHIGH, 20CMDEEP, 17CMWIDE — 9% INS HIGH, 8 INS DEEP, 6% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE CELTS HAD APREDILECTION FOR THE HUMAN HEAD. THE ‘TETE COUPEE’ OF THE CELTS LIKE THAT OF THE GORGON
OR MEDUSA OF THE MEDITERRANEAN HAD APOTROPAIC POWERS AND FULFILLED THE FUNCTION OF AVERTING EVIL,
AND OF CONFERRING PROTECTION ON THE BUILDING INTO WHICH THEY WERE INCORPORATED. CELTIC HEADS WERE
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH SPRINGS AND THERMAL WATERS AS WAS THE ROMAN IMAGE OF MEDUSA AND THUS NATIVE
CELTIC SYMBOLISMBECAME ACCEPTABLE TO THE CONQUERING ROMANS AS THE DEEPLY INDIGENOUS CULT OF THE
HEAD WAS COMFORTABLY MASKED UNDER THE IMAGE OF MEDUSA. THE BEST KNOWN OF THESE VIGOROUS MALE
IMAGES AND TYPICAL OF MANY ROMANO BRITISH HEADS IS THE HEAD CARVED ON THE SHIELD OF THE GODDESS SULIS,
EQUATED WITH MINERVA, ON THE PEDIMENT OF THE TEMPLE OF SULIS IN BATH.

THIS HEAD PERHAPS SYMBOLIZES THE FORCED EMERGENCE OF THE CELTS FROMTHE AVBIGUOUS WORLD OF THEIR
ANCESTORS WHERE THE OTHERWORLD WAS AS ACCESSIBLE AS THIS ONE INTO THE ORDERED, STRAIGHT EDGED,
RATIONAL AND DISCIPLINED WORLD OF THE ROMANS.



