Finch & C°

A SPANISH RENAISSANCE MARBLE COLUMN CARVED FROM VIOLET BROCATELLE

ASPANISH RENAISSANCE MARBLE COLUMN CARVED FROMVIOLET BROCATELLE
INSCRIBED I|HS AND SMR
EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 60CMHIGH, APPROX 17CMDIA — 24 INS HIGH, APPROX 6% INS DIA

LITERATURE

VIOLET BROCATELLE OR BROCATELLE OF SPAIN COMES FROMAQUARRY IN TORTOSAIN SPAIN THAT WAS OPENED IN
ANTIQUITY. THE MARBLE CONSISTS OF VARYING SHADES OF VIOLET, YELLOW AND PINK AND WAS USED IN THE 17TH AND
18TH CENTURIES ON PIECES OF FINE FURNITURE AND TO CONSTRUCT FIREPLACES, AN EXAVPLE OF WHICH CAN BE
SEEN IN THE ANTECHAVBER OF THE DAUPHIN AT THE CHATEAU OF VERSAILLES.

IHS IS USED BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AS THE SYMBOLIC MONOGRAM OF CHRIST. ‘IESOUS HOMMUM SALVATOR’
MEANING ‘JESUS SAVIOUR OF MAN’. THE MONOGRAMAPPEARS TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN ROME WITH THE EARLY
CHRISTIANS WHERE IT CAN STILL BE SEEN INCISED ON THE WALL OF THE ROMAN CATACOMBS. HOWEVER, THE ROMAN
EMPEROR CONSTANTINE IS RECORDED AS HAMING AVISON IN WHICH HE HEARD AVOICE PROCLAIM‘IN THIS SYMBOL,
THOU SHALT CONQUER’ SO IHS HAS ALSO STOOD FOR ‘IN HOC SIGNO'. THE SYMBOL WAS POPULARISED IN THE 15TH
CENTURY BY BERNARDINE OF SIENNAWHO PROMOTED IT AS ASYMBOL OF PEACE. TODAY THE EMBLEMIS USED TO
REPRESENT THE COMMUNION WAFER AND IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE JESUITS.

SMVR IS THE SYMBOL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF GOD. AT THE COUNCIL OF EPHESUS IN 431 AD SHE
BECAVE KNOWN AS ‘MEDIATOR OF ALL GRACES’ AND AS ‘CO-REDEMPTRESS’. OF ALEXANDRIAN ORIGIN THE TITLE
‘THEOROKOS' OR MOTHER OF GOD BECAVE RECOGNISED AS ORTHODOXWITHIN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BECAUSE OF
THE HYPOSTATIC UNION OF DIMNITY AND HUMANITY IN THE SINGLE PERSON OF CHRIST.

THIS FINE MARBLE COLUMN MAY HAVE ONCE BORNE A SCULPTURE OF THE CHRIST CHILD AND THE VIRGIN MARY. THERE
ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE CHURCH SCULPTURES THAT ARE KNOVWN AS THE ‘MADONNA OR



‘VIRGIN OF THE PILLAR'.



