Finch & C°

A ANE GERMAN CARVED BOXWOOD GROUP OF THE ROMAN MARK ANTHONY AS HERCULES

AFINE GERMAN CARVED BOXWOOD GROUP OF THE ROMAN MARK ANTHONY AS HERCULES
FIGHTING THE NEMEAN LION
LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 37CMHIGH, 18.5CMWIDE, 16CMDEEP — 14%2INS HIGH, 774 INS WIDE, 6" INS DEEP
(INCLUDING BASE)

LITERATURE

THE ROMAN GOD HERCULES ORIGINATED FROM THE GREATEST OF THE GREEK HEROES HERACLES. HE WAS THE SON
OF THE GOD ZEUS AND AMORTAL WOMAN, AND WAS TO EUROPEAN ART APARAGON OF ACTION AND MASCULINITY
EMBODYING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GREAT STRENGTH, COURAGE AND APPETITE. HE WAS APOPULAR CULT FIGURE
WITH THE ROMAN LEGIONS WWHO WOULD USE THE CRY ‘MEHERCLE’ AS AN AID TO COURAGE. MARK ANTHONY (C.82 — 30
BC) IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH HERCULES, WHILST HIS ENEMY OCTAVIAN IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH THE GOD APOLLO.
SOME OF THE EARLY ROMAN EMPERORS SUCH AS TRAJAN TOOK UP THE ATTRIBUTES OF HERCULES AND THE LATER
ROMAN EMPERORS WENT FURTHER AND COMPARED THEMSELVES WITH HIMAND SUPPORTED HIS CULT. THE EMPEROR
MAXIMAN ACTUALLY STYLED HIMSELF ‘HERCULIUS'.



