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A RARE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED WOOD HEADREST
ARARE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED WOOD HEADREST
CONSTRUCTED IN THREE SECTIONS. AHANDWRITTEN INSCRIPTION TO THE BASE READING: ‘WOODEN HEAD — REST XMl
— XIXDYNASTY FROM CURGOT, ILLAHUN, FAYUM EGYPT. PETRIE
NEWKINGDOM 1550 — 1186 BC
SIZE: 17CMHIGH, 27.5CMWIDE, 7.5CMDEEP - 6% INS HIGH, 10% INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

SIR WILLIAMMATHEW FLINDERS PETRIE WAS AN ENGLISH EGYPTOLOGIST WIDELY RECOGNISED AS THE FIRST
SCIENTIFIC EXCAVATOR AND A PIONEER OF SYSTEMATIC METHODOLOGY IN ARCHAEOLOGY. HE EXCAVATED AT MANY
IMPORTANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN EGYPT INCLUDING EL-LAHUN SOMETIMES KNOWN AS ILLAHUN WHERE THE
PHARAOH SENWOSRET II'S PYRAMD COMPLEXIS SITUATED. THIS FERTILE REGION THRIVED DURING ANCIENT EGYPT S
MDDLE KINGDOMAND AT THAT TIME BEGAN TO BE DEVELOPED AS APLEASURE GROUND USED FOR THE SPORT OF
HUNTING BY BOTH PHARAOHS AND HIGH OFFICIALS AND IT REMAINED APOPULAR SITE FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS.
NORTH WEST OF SENWOSRET'S VALLEY TEMPLE PETRIE DISCOVERED THE PHARAOHS PYRAMID TOVWN WHICH WAS
ESTABLISHED TO MAINTAIN SENWOSRET S MORTUARY CULT. THE TOWN CONSISTED OF BLOCKS OF WORKERS HOUSES
AND LARGER VILLAS FOR THE OFFICIALS. THIS TOWN, KNOVWN TODAY AS KAHUN, AND THE BUILDINGS OF GAROB, WAS AT
THE TIME OF DISCOVERY THE ONLY EXTANT EXAMPLE OF ACOMPLETE PYRAMID TOVWN AND WHEN PETRIE EXCAVATED IT
IN 1889 IT WAS FOUND WITH MUCH OF ITS ANCIENT FURNISHINGS IN PLACE. KAHUN AND GAROB HAVE BEEN THE
SOURCE OF A GREAT DEAL OF VALUABLE INFORMATION ABOUT THE DOMESTIC LIVES OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, AND IT
WAS IN THESE EXCAVATIONS THAT PETRIE FOUND THIS HEADREST.
ELEGANTLY PROPORTIONED ANCIENT EGYPTIAN WOOD FURNITURE WAS MADE FOR THE USE OF THE ELITE; BY MODERN
STANDARDS THE HOUSES OF THE POOR HAD VERY LITTLE FURNITURE. HEADRESTS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE TOMBS
OF KINGS, QUEENS AND THEIR OFFICIALS TOGETHER WITH LOW STOCLS, CHAIRS, BED FRAVES, JAR STANDS AND
BOXES.



