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INLAID WITH TORTOISESHELL AND IVORY 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 12CM DIA., 4CM HIGH – 4¾ INS DIA., 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

‘THE ANCIENT ART AND MYSTERY (IN FACT MISTERY, MEANING CRAFT) OF THE TURNER’ IS AN APPROPRIATE PHRASE AS IT
STILL REMAINS A MYSTERY AS TO WHEN AND WHERE THE ART BEGAN. AN ANCIENT ETRUSCAN FRAGMENT OF A BOWL
FOUND IN A TOMB DATING FROM 700 BC IS PROBABLY THE EARLIEST KNOWN TURNED OBJECT. REMAINS OF TURNED

VESSELS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN 7TH CENTURY B.C GRAVES IN ASIA MINOR AND A CELTIC BOWL OF THE 6TH CENTURY B.C
WAS FOUND AT UFFING IN UPPER BAVARIA, BUT NOTHING IS YET KNOWN OF THE ANCIENT LATHES UPON WHICH THESE
OBJECTS WERE TURNED. THE EARLIEST ILLUSTRATION OF A LATHE APPEARS CARVED IN LOW RELIEF ON THE WALL OF
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TOMB OF 300 B.C. THIS LATHE IS SHOWN BEING WORKED BY MEANS OF A STRAP DRIVE THAT IS STILL

USED IN EGYPT AND INDIA TODAY.
LEONARDO DA VINCI FIRST ILLUSTRATED THE CONTINUOUS DRIVE LATHE IN 1500 A.D AND WAS PROBABLY ITS INVENTOR.
WOOD AND IVORY TURNING BECAME A COURTLY AND ARISTOCRATIC OBSESSION DURING THE RENAISSANCE STEMMING

FROM THE GREAT INTEREST IN PERSPECTIVE AND SOLID GEOMETRY. THIS GENTLEMANLY PASSION LASTED INTO THE
LATE 19TH CENTURY WHEN CHARLES HOLTZAPTTEL PUBLISHED HIS ‘TURNING AND MECHANICAL MANIPULATION’ IN

1856 MAKING ORNAMENTAL TURNING INTO A ‘WELL TO DO’ HOBBY.

 


