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YORUBA, NIGERIA, WEST AFRICA
DEPICTING A BRITISH COLNIAL OFFICER ‘CAPT KENNELLY’ AND HIS WIFE ‘MILL’

FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 28CM HIGH – 11 INS HIGH AND 24.5CM HIGH – 9¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THOMAS ONA WAS A RENOWNED YORUBA ARTIST WHO CARVED COLONIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE FIGURES FOR THE
EARLY TOURIST TRADE IN NIGERIA. WORKING FROM THE TURN OF THE CENTURY INTO THE FIFTIES, HE PRODUCED
LIGHT WOOD FIGURES WITH A TRADITIONALLY MADE YORUBA ADZE AND KNIFE AND DECORATED THE CARVINGS IN
POLYCHROME COLOURS. A PHOTOGRAPH OF 1938 SHOWS HIM AT WORK ON A SIMILAR FIGURE ALL OF WHICH HE

CONSIDERED TO BE TRADITIONALLY NATURALISTIC IN STYLE, THEREBY REFUTING THE IDEA THAT HE DELIBERATELY
CARICATURED THE EUROPEAN COLONIALS. 

MOST OF HIS CARVINGS DEPICT THE RULING BRITISH ELITE IN THEIR FORMAL DRESS, OFTEN WEARING LARGE BRIMMED
SOLA TOPI WHICH HE WOULD CAREFULLY CARVE AS A REMOVABLE ITEM. BESIDES HIS CLEVER PORTRAYAL OF COLONIAL

DIGNITARIES, LAWYERS, POLO PLAYERS, POLICEMEN, ARMY SERGEANTS ETC., HE ALSO PRODUCED COMMISSIONED
CARVINGS WHICH WOULD BE NAMED SUCH AS THESE, CAPT KENNELLY’ AND ‘MILL’ PRESUMABLY A CAPTAIN OF THE

ROYAL NAVY AND HIS WIFE.

 


