Finch & C°

A RARE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED LIMESTONE SPHINX MODELLED WITH A LIONS TAIL AND PAWS

ARARE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED LIMESTONE SPHINXMODELLED WITH ALIONS TAIL AND
PAWS. THE HUMAN HEAD DRESSED WITH AROYAL NEMES HEAD CLOTH AND URAEUS
LATE PERIOD (747 — 332 BC) PROBABLY AFTER 600 BC
SIZE: 23CMHIGH, 31CMDEEP, 10.5CMWIDE -9 INS HIGH, 1274 INS DEEP, 4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE SPHINXIS AMYTHICAL BEAST MOST USUALLY PORTRAYED WITH THE BODY OF ALION AND THE HEAD OF AMAN
OFTEN WEARING THE ROYAL NEMES HEAD CLOTH AS DOES THE GREAT SPHINXAT GIZA STATUES OF SPHINXES WERE
ALSO SOMETIVES GIVEN THE HEADS OF RAMS OR HAWKS, AND IN ONE UNUSUAL CASE FROMTHE MORTUARY TEMPLE OF
AVENHOTERP 11 (1390 — 1352 BC), ASPHINXWAS GIVEN THE TAIL OF ACROCODILE, PERHAPS IN IMTATION OF ABEAST
ASSOCIATED WITH ONE OF THE EGYPTIAN CONSTELLATIONS. WOMEN ARE RARELY REPRESENTED IN THE GUISE OF A
SPHINXAND EVEN QUEEN HATSHEPSUT (1473 — 1458 BC) ASSUMED THE FORMIN HER MASCULINE ROLE AS KING
RATHER THAN AS AWOMAN.



