Finch & C°

A PAIR OF ENGLISH CARVED IVORY EROTIC PANELS

APAR OF ENGLISH CARVED IVORY EROTIC PANELS
HOUSED IN ARED LEATHER DOUBLE SIDED POUCH
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 7.5 CMHIGH, 5 CMWIDE — 3 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IN THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD, THERE ARE TWO ANCIENT GREEK BRONZE TABLETS, KNOWN AS ‘PINAKES’
DECORATED WITH EROTIC SCENES. IT IS SUPPOSED THAT THEY BELONGED TO WORKERS IN APHRODITE'S GUILD AND
SERVED AS ADVERTISEMENTS FOR THE DIFFERENT PLEASURES THAT COULD BE PURCHASED, OR POSSIBLY THAT THEY
WERE VOTIVE OFFERINGS TO THE GOD HERMES FOR LUCK AND TO OTHER DEITIES SEEKING DIMNE FAVOUR FOR THEIR
BUSINESS.

HOWEVER, THESE TWO IMORY PLAQUES WERE MOST PROBABLY TOKENS OF EROTIC EXCITEMENT AND AMUSEMENT,
RATHER THAN ADVERTISEMENT OR VOTIVE OFFERING.



