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A VERY ANE AND RARE TURNED AND CARVED RENAISSANCE GERMAN 'KUNSTSTi".CK'

AVERY FINE AND RARE TURNED AND CARVED RENAISSANCE GERMAN ‘KUNSTSTI.CK
RHINOCEROS HORN, IMORY AND EBONY
LATE 16TH CENTURY — EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 35.5 CMHIGH, 12 CMDIA ( BASE ) — 1574 INS HIGH, 4% INS DIA ( BASE )

LITERATURE

RENAISSANCE COURT TURNERS WERE HIGHLY PAID ARTIST - ENGINEERS, BELONGING TO GUILDS THEY CREATED
VIRTUOSO ARTWORKS BASED ON COMPLICATED CALCULATIONS THAT TRANSFORMED EXOTIC MATERIALS OR SINGULAR
NATURAL OCCURRENCES IN AN ARTISTICALLY COMPELLING MANNER. THIS TURNED, PIERCED AND CARVED GOBLET IS A

FINE EXAVPLE OF NATURALIAMADE INTO ARTIFICIALIA
TECHNICAL INNOVATIONS IN THEIR TIME, THESE WORKS WERE CREATED WITH SPECIFICALLY INVENTED TURNING TOOLS
AND MACHINES, AND REVEAL APROFOUND KNOWLEDGE OF GEOMETRY AND MATHEMATICS COMBINED WITH MASTERFUL
PRECISION AND ARTISTRY. THEY WERE THE RESULT OF APERFECT INTERPLAY OF APPLIED MATHEMATICS AND
ADVANCED MECHANICAL TECHNOLOGY THAT TOOK PLACE OVER 400 YEARS AGO. MANY OF THE CROWNED PRINCES AND
MONARCH'S OF RENAISSANCE EUROPE BECAVE DEVOTED TURNERS UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF 'MASTER INSTRUCTORS'
SUCH AS THE MLANESE GIOVANNI AVBROGIO MAGGIORE WHO WAS IN BAVARIA AT VARIOUS TIMES BETWEEN 1574 AND
1593 TEACHING THE DUKE WILHELM THIS NEWLY INVENTED ART WHICH AT FIRST ONLY HE COULD DO. MAGGIORE
TRAINED GEORG WECKER WHO LATER BECAVE THE DRESDEN 'COURT TURNER FOR LIFE' IN 1578 TO THE ELECTOR
AUGUST OF SAXONY.

ORIGINALLY APRINCELY PASTIME FOR 'DRECHSELNDER SOUVERI=N' THE ART OF TURNING DEVELOPED INTO ASPECIAL
FIELD FOR COLLECTORS AND CONNOISSEURS WHO MARVELLED AT THE WONDERS OF THIS MECHANICALLY PRODUCED
ART AND ADMRED THE PRECISION WITH WHICH PRECIOUS NATURAL MATERIALS WERE WORKED IN ASEEMNGLY
EFFORTLESS MANNER. THE FASCINATION WITH THIS VIRTUOSITY REMAINS UNCHANGED TO THIS DAY.



