Finch & C°

A RARE AND ANE SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA PRESTIGE STAFF BY THE 'BABOON MASTER

ARARE AND FINE SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA PRESTIGE STAFF BY THE ‘BABOON MASTER'’
DEPICTING AZULU ELDER WEARING AHEAD-RING
FINE SILKY REDDISH BROVWN PATINA
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 88 CMLONG— 3474 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THESE STAFFS WERE USED BY INDIGENOUS ZULU LEADERS AS CEREMONIAL AND IMPORTANT PRESTIGE ITEMS AND
WERE ALSO CARVED FOR SALE TO EUROPEAN TRAVELLERS AND TRADERS, SOLDIERS AND COLONISTS WHO WOULD
PURCHASE THEMAS MEMENTO'S OF ZULU LAND.

THE 'BABOON MASTER' WAS MOST PROBABLY A GIFTED MGRANT TSONGAWOOD CARVER WORKING IN THE COLONY OF
NATAL AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY AND WHO DEVELOPED AWORKSHOP CARVING STAFFS TO MEET AGROWING
COLONIAL COMVERCIAL DEMAND.



