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A SUPERB AND VERY RARE NORTHERN NGUNI / TSONGA, SOUTH AFRICAN CEREMONIAL STAFF
ASUPERB AND VERY RARE NORTHERN NGUNI/ TSONGA SOUTH AFRICAN CEREMONIAL STAFF
BY THE ‘MASTER OF THE SMALL HANDS’
EXCEPTIONALLY FINE REDDISH BROVWN PATINA
LATE 19TH CENTURY — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE : 124 CMLONG - 48% INS LONG

LITERATURE

MOST OF THE SIXKNOVWN FIGURAL STAFFS AND SPEARS CARVED BY THIS MASTER HAVE HAD THEIR LONG SHAFTS AND
BLADES REMOVED, OFTEN BY EUROPEAN COLLECTORS IN ORDER TO TURN THEMINTO FREE STANDING SCULPTURES
AND TO FACILITATE THEIR TRANSPORTATION BACK TO EUROPE.

ANOTHER COMPLETE AND UNCUT STAFF EXISTS IN THE CULTURAL HISTORY MUSEUMIN PRETORIAAND ANOTHER WITH
ABLADE ATTACHMENT IS IN THE SMITH FAMLY TRUST IN CALIFORNIA THIS STAFF IS THEREFORE ARARE SURMVIVAL IN ITS
ORIGINAL AND UNTOUCHED CONDITION.

THE STAFF IS CARVED FROMTHE 'RED IVORY WOQD, HIGHLY PRIZED AND FAVOURED BY THE ARTISTS OF THIS REGION
AND RESERVED FOR THE MAKING OF OBJECTS FOR IMPORTANT LEADERS. RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT THE TSONGA

MGRATED TO THE NATAL FROMTHE SOUTHERN MOZAVBIQUE AS EARLY AS THE 1850'S. RECOGNISED FOR THEIR



CARVING SKILLS THEY WERE SOON PRODUCING ARTEFACTS PRIMARILY FOR EUROPEANS WHO HAD SETTLED IN THE
REGION.
HOWEVER, CARVINGS OF THIS QUALITY AND BEAUTY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SOUGHT AFTER BY SERIOUS COLLECTORS,
ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF THEIR PRESTIGE ASSOCIATION WITH INDIGENOUS LEADERS.



