Finch & C°

AN INTERESTING FLEMISH CARVED FRUITWOOD VANITAS OF A HUMAN SKULL

AN INTERESTING FLEMSH CARVED FRUITWOOD VANITAS OF AHUMAN SKULL WITH ASERPENT OR
VIPER
EARLY—MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE : 9 CMHIGH, 8.5 CMWIDE, 9 CMDEEP — 372 INS HIGH, 374 INS WIDE, 372 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

WHAT MAN MOST FEARS IS DEATH : THE FINAL ELEMENT OF EARTHLY LIFE, AND TODAY THIS FEAR IS SUPPRESSED AND
KEPT OUT OF SIGHT. ARTISTS HAVE USED THE SKULL AS APERSONIFICATION OF DEATH FOR CENTURIES AND TO THE
RENAISSANCE AND BAROQUE MIND IT WAS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER AND BE REMINDED OF THE TRANSIENCE OF
HUMAN EXISTENCE. DEATH WAS REGARDED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF LIFE, ‘SIC TRANSIT GLORIAMUNDI' : THUS PASSES
THE GLORY OF THE WORLD, AND AS SUCH WAS NOT BE FEARED.



