Finch & C°

A ANE AND RARE GERMAN CARVED SERPENTINE MODEL OF AN ELEPHANT

AFINE AND RARE GERMAN CARVED SERPENTINE MODEL OF AN ELEPHANT
SECOND HALF OF THE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE : 11.5 CMHIGH, 6.5 CMWIDE, 12 CMDEEP — 472 INS HIGH, 2’2 INS WIDE, 4% DEEP
SEE FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 7, ITEMNO. 83, FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF A17TH CENTURY ELEPHANT.

LITERATURE

THE ELEPHANT HAS BEEN USED FOR THE LAST 2000 YEARS TO REPRESENT MLITARY VICTORY SINCE THE ROMANS
BECAVE ACQUAINTED WITH THEM DURING THE PUNIC WARS.
THE FIRST WAR ELEPHANTS WERE INDIAN AND ALTHOUGH NOT USED BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT THEY WERE
FREQUENTLY USED BY HIS SUCCESSORS PARTICULARLY THE SELEUCIDS AND PTOLEMES. WHEN THE SELEUCIDS
GAINED CONTROL OF THE INDIAN SOURCES OF SUPPLY, THE PTOLEMES BEGAN TO CAPTURE AND TRAIN AFRICAN
‘FOREST ELEPHANTS THEN FOUND IN THE HINTERLAND OF THE RED SEA SMALLER THAN INDIAN ELEPHANTS THEY
SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH AFRICAN ‘BUSH’ ELEPHANTS WHICH ARE MUCH LARGER AND WERE UNKNOWN TO
THE ANCIENTS. THE FOREST ELEPHANT IS NOWALMOST EXTINCT AND WAS UNTIL RECENTLY FOUND IN GAVBIA
THE CARTHAGINIAN'S USED AFRICAN ELEPHANTS DRAVWN FROM THE FORESTS OF THE ATLAS REGION AGAINST THE
ROMANS. THESE ELEPHANTS CAN CLEARLY BE SEEN ON CARTHAGINIAN COINS MINTED IN SPAIN. HANNIBAL FAMOUSLY
TOOK ELEPHANTS ACROSS THE ALPS IN 218 BC AND THEY HELPED HIMWIN HIS FIRST VICTORY AT THE TREBBIA, BUT ALL
SAVE ONE DIED IN THE WINTER OF 218/17 BC. THIS SURMVING ELEPHANT CARRIED HANNIBAL THROUGH THE MARSHES
OF THE ARNOIN 217 BC AND MAY BE THE ONE CALLED SURUS MENTIONED BY CATO THE ELDER.

UNTIL THEIR DOWNFALL THE SELEUCIDS CONTINUED TO MAKE USE OF ELEPHANTS, BUT ALTHOUGH THE ROMANS ALSO
SOMETIMES USED THEMIN WAR THEY WERE MAINLY KEPT FOR THE ARENA OR FOR CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS. DURING
THE ROMAN EMPIRE AN IMPERIAL HERD WAS KEPT IN LATIUM
CURIOUSLY THE ROMANS NEVER USED ELEPHANTS AS PACK ANIMALS OR FOR ROAD BUILDING AS THEY WERE BY THE
BRITISH IN THE COLONIAL EMPIRE, AS LATE AS THE 2ND WORLD WAR.



