
A RARE FINE ARCHAIC ETRUSCAN VOTIVE BRONZE KOUROS
A RARE FINE ARCHAIC ETRUSCAN VOTIVE BRONZE KOUROS

520 – 450 BC
SIZE : 11 CM HIGH – 4¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 19TH CENTURY KOUROI WERE THOUGHT TO BE REPRESENTATIONS OF APOLLO WHO WAS VENERATED BY THE
ETRUSCANS, AS WAS HERCULES, FOR ASSISTING MORTALS IN THEIR ETERNAL STRUGGLE AGAINST THE HOSTILE

FORCES OF THE COSMOS. TO THE ETRUSCANS THERE WAS NOT SIMPLY ONE GOD, STERN AND RELENTLESS, BUT MANY,
SCORES OF THEM, TOGETHER WITH THEIR CONSORTS, SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND A VARIETY OF DEMI-GODS LIKE THE

NYMPHS AND DRYADS WHO DWELT IN TREES, FOUNTAINS AND WATERFALLS. ALL OF THESE WERE CONSTANTLY
INVOLVED IN EVERY HUMAN ACTIVITY AND ALWAYS PRESENT EITHER ON EARTH OR IN THEIR CELESTIAL HABITATIONS
FROM WHICH THEY COULD OBSERVE THE GOINGS-ON OF EARTH BELOW, AND ALL HAD TO BE SERVED AND APPEASED

WITH SACRED OFFERINGS AND ACTS OF SACRIFICE. 
THIS FINELY DETAILED KOUROS HOLDS A PHIALE IN HIS LEFT HAND WHILST HIS RIGHT IS RAISED IN SUPPLICATION TO
THE GODS. THE BRONZE LOOP ATTACHED TO HIS HEAD INDICATES THAT HE WAS ONCE HUNG FROM THE BRANCH OF A

TREE, OR NAILED TO A POST, AS A VOTIVE OFFERING AT A SACRED SITE.

 


