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A RARE SCULPTURE OF THE CHIMPANZEE 'SALLY' BY ROWLAND WARD OF LONDON

ARARE SCULPTURE OF THE CHIMPANZEE ‘SALLY BY ROWLAND WARD OF LONDON
(1848 -1912) IN BRONZED FINISHED PLASTER, SIGNED TO THE REVERSE
19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 34CMHIGH, 21.5 CMWIDE, 19 CMDEEP — 1372 INS HIGH, 872 INS WIDE, 772 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ROWLAND WARD WAS AFAMOUS, INNOVATIVE AND WORLD RENOWNED TAXIDERMIST WHOSE SHOP AT 'THE JUNGLE,
PICADILLY AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY BECAVE ASOCIAL INSTITUTION FOR SPORTING ENTHUSIASTS.

ONE OF ROWLAND WARD'S FIRST COMMISSIONS WAS TO SCULPT SMALL MODELS OF ANIMALS WHICH WERE THEN CAST
IN BRONZE. AMODEL OF ALION WAS CREATED FOR THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT IN 1911 AND IS NOWIN THE
COLLECTIONS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES IN CARDIFF. THE FRONTISPIECE IN THE 7TH EDITION OF HIS OWN
PUBLICATION THE SPORTMAN'S HANDBOOK' SHOWS HIMMODELLING AMAQUETTE FOR ABRONZE OF ALION AND TIGER
IN COVBAT. COMPARED TO HIS RATHER CRUDE BRONZE OF THE CONNAUGHT LION THE SPIRITED MODELLING OF THIS
SCULPTURE SUPERBLY CAPTURES THE CHARACTER OF THE CHIMP AND IT HAS GREAT PRESENCE.

WARD REGULARLY WENT TO STUDY THE ANIMALS AT LONDON ZOO, WHICH IS WHERE IN LIFE SALLY THE CHIMPANZEE
LIVED. HIS EXPERTISE AS ASCULPTOR AND ARTIST HELPED TO SHARPEN HIS SKILLS AS ATAXIDERMIST. HE WAS THE
FIRST TO INSIST ON ACCURATE MEASUREMENTS. HE ASKED HUNTERS TO TAKE FIELD NOTES ABOUT THEIR QUARRY AND
HE USED INNOVATIVE METHODS AND MATERIALS TO PRODUCE AN AMAZINGLY LIFE LIKE APPEARANCE IN HIS SPECIMENS
THAT HAD NEVER BEEN ACHIEVED BEFORE.



