Finch & C°

A RARE ANDAMAN ISLANDS ABORIGINAL BOW, WITH OLD LABEL 'DOUBLE CURVED BOW MADE BY THE NATIVES OF ANDAMAN
ISLAND.

ARARE ANDAVAN ISLANDS ABORIGINAL BOW, WITH OLD LABEL ‘DOUBLE CURVED BOW MADE BY
THE NATIVES OF ANDAMAN ISLAND. BY DR. BRANDER. BENGAL MEDICAL CORPS 1868’
19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 187 CMLONG, 6.5 CMWIDE — 73%2INS LONG, 272 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THIS PARTICULAR TYPE OF SINGLE STAVE PADDLE SHAPED BOW IS FOUND IN THE SOUTHERN ANDAMAN ISLANDS AND IS
MADE BY THE NOMADIC HUNTING AND GATHERING JARAWAS PEOPLE. THEY ARE NOW ON THE VERGE OF EXTINCTION,
AND ARE DESCRIBED BY THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT AS A'HERITAGE TRIBE'. THEY ARE RECLUSIVE AND HOSTILE TO THE
OUTSIDE WORLD LIMNG IN 639 SQUARE KILOMETRES ON THE SOUTH AND MIDDLE ANDAMAN ISLANDS.

THE FIRST WESTERN VISITOR TO THE ANDAVAN'S WAS MARCO POLO WHO CALLED THE ISLANDS THE LAND OF THE HEAD
HUNTERS'. THE BRITISH FIRST ANNEXED THE NICOBAR ISLANDS IN 1869 AND THEN THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS IN 1872 TO
FORM ONE SINGLE ADMNISTRATIVE UNIT. DECIMATED BY DISEASE FROM THE COLONISERS THE INDIGENOUS NEGRITO
COMMUNITIES RETREATED FURTHER INTO THE FOREST, BUT BY 1950 IT WAS ESTIMATED THEY NUMBERED LESS THAN
700 PERSONS.



THE ORIGINS OF THE ENDANGERED ANDAMAN TRIBES STILL MYSTIFY ANTHROPOLOGISTS. GENETIC EMDENCE SUGGEST
THAT PYGMY LIKE PEOPLE WITH DARK SKIN AND TIGHTLY CURLED HAIR HAVE LIVED ON THE ANDAMAN'S FOR AT LEAST
60'000 YEARS. THEY ARE AVERY IMPORTANT LIVING LINK TO OUR PRE-HISTORIC HUNTER, GATHERER FOREFATHERS.
RECENTLY IT WAS FOUND THAT THE ISOLATED JARAWAS PEOPLE WERE RELATIVELY UNHARMED BY THE TSUNAM. THEIR
AGE OLD, EARLY WARNING SYSTEMFOR PREDICTING EARTH QUAKES AND SEA SURGES PROVED MORE RELIABLE THAN
ANY OTHER FORMOF ADVANCED 21ST CENTURY SEISMC TECHNOLOGY. IT CONSISTED OF SIMPLY NOTICING THE
CHANGES IN THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE BIRDS IN THE FORESTS AND IN THE MARINE LIFE OF THE COASTS, AND THEN
TAKING TO THE HIGH GROUNDS FOR SAFETY.



