Finch & C°

A RARE RUSSIAN MINERAL SPAR TOWER

ARARE RUSSIAN MNERAL SPAR TOWER
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 31 CMHIGH — 1274 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

UNQUESTIONING BELIEF IN THE MYSTICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF GEMSTONES AND MINERALS IN ANCIENT TIMES WAS
COUPLED WITH TRUST IN THEIR MEDICAL VALUES. PLINY THE ELDER ( AD 23 —79 ) IN HIS 37 VOLUME ‘HISTORIA
NATURALIS' RECORDED THAT THE ANCIENTS THOUGHT RED STONES SUCH AS CARNELIAN, GARNET AND RUBY WERE
GOOD FOR TREATING ALL SORTS OF BLEEDING AND INFLAMMATION WHILST GREEN STONES WERE RESERVED FOR EYE
DISEASES. AVETHYST IN FACT OWES ITS NAVE TO THE GREEK EXPRESSION ‘NOT TO BE INTOXICATED’ !
KUNSTKAMMER COLLECTORS WERE FASCINATED BY THE FORMS AND INTERESTING GEOMETRY OF NATURAL CRYSTALS,
AND CONMBINED WITH THEIR FAI'TH IN THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF GEMSTONES AND MINERALS SPENT SPLENDID SUMS
COLLECTING THESE MRACLES OF NATURE.



