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AN ANCIENT LURISTAN BRONZE OF TWO BULLS
AN ANCIENT LURISTAN BRONZE OF TWO BULLS

ZAGRUS MOUNTAINS, IRAN

CIRCA1000B.C—-800B.C

SIZE : 13 CMHIGH, 9.5 CMWDE, 10 CMDEEP - 5 INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE PEOPLES OF LURISTAN KNOWN AS KASSITES WERE DESCRIBED BY GREEK HISTORIANS AS THOSE 'BELLIGERENT
BARBARIAN TRIBES RENOWNED FOR THEIR WARLIKE VALOUR'. ALEXANDER THE GREAT HAD TO FIGHT THEMAND IN 317
B.C ANTIGONUS, ( KNOWN AS 'CYCLOPS', ALEXANDERS ONE EYED GENERAL ), WISHING TO BESIEGE SUSAENTERED THE
LANDS OF THE KASSITES WITHOUT AGREEING TO PAY THEM THE CUSTOMARY TRIBUTE REPORTED THAT HIS TROOPS
'HARASSED BY THESE SAVAGE MOUNTAINEERS' SUFFERED TERRIBLY.

AROUND 1500 B.C THEY WERE ATHRIVING PEOPLE OF PEASANTS, NOMADIC STOCK RAISERS, HORSE BREEDERS AND
WARRIORS WHO ACCORDING TO STRABO COULD 'PUT AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE ELAMITES ON OCCASION AS MANY AS
13000 ARCHERS TO HELP THEMFIGHT THE SUSIANS AND BABYLONIANS'.

NUMEROUS OBJECTS IN BRONZE, GOLD, IRON AND SILVER HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THEIR TOMBS NEAR THE SPRINGS BY
WHICH THEY CAVPED IN THE HIGH PLAINS OF LURISTAN, MANY OF WHICH ARE DECORATED WITH SCENES OFTEN
BORROWED FROMASSYRIAN MYTHOLOGY. AS NOMADIC WARRIORS AND HUNTERS, THE KASSITES OF LURISTAN
BELIEVED THESE OBJECTS TO BE PROTECTIVE SPIRITS.



