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LITERATURE

AFRICANS WERE FIST BROUGHT TO BRITAIN IN 1555 AND BY THE 18TH CENTURY THEY WERE FAMILIAR FIGURES IN
ENGLISH SOCIETY. HOWEVER THEIR DEPICTION IN ART IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY STILL SERVED TO GIVE THEM A

SENSE OF EXOTICISM. SCULPTURE OFTEN PORTRAYED THEM AS THE PERSONIFICATION OF THE CONTINENT OF AFRICA,
AMERICA OR THE INDIES.

BY THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY WAS BECOMING INFLUENTIAL AND THE NOTION OF THE
FREE SPIRITED NOBLE SAVAGE WAS GAINING CURRENCY AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPING ABOLITIONIST CASE.
ARTISTS BEGAN TO PORTRAY A MORE POWERFUL AND POSITIVE, BUT SOMEWHAT ROMANTIC IMAGE OF BLACK PEOPLE,

AND THIS IMAGE WAS NOT YET TAINTED WITH THE WHITE SUPREMACIST BELIEF IN COLNIAL RULE.
IT WAS IN THIS ROMANTIC SPIRIT THAT THIS BRONZE WAS CREATED.

 


