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AVERY RARE MOUNTED SPECIMEN OF THE EXTRAORDINARY NEW ZEALAND KAKAPO ( STRIGOPS HAROPTILUS ).

AVERY RARE MOUNTED SPECIMEN OF THE EXTRAORDINARY NEW ZEALAND KAKAPO ( STRIGOPS HAROPTILUS)
19 TH CENTURY
SIZE : DOVE 51 CMHIGH , 47 CMWIDE , 23 CMDEEP —- 20 INS HIGH , 18%2INS WIDE , 9 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

EXTINCT IN THEWILD , THE NEW ZEALAND KAKAPO IS ONE OF THE WORLDS MOST ENDANGERED PARROTS . FEWER
THAN 50 SURVIVE TODAY ALL OF WHICH HAVE BEEN MOVED TO THREE OFFSHORE ISLANDS WHERE THEY ARE FREE
FROMPREDATORS AND THEIR PROGRESS CAN BE CAREFULLY MONITORED BY THE NEW ZEALAND WILDLIFE SERVICE .
THE KAKAPO IS FLIGHTLESS AND LIVES AND NESTS IN BURROWS OR HOLES AMONG TREE ROOTS , AND ITS CHICKS AND
EGGS ARE THEREFORE HIGHLY VULNERABLE TO INTRODUCED PREDATORS . IT IS THE LARGEST , FATTEST AND
HEAVIEST SPECIES OF PARROT AND IT'S ROUNDED WINGS CANNOT SUSTAIN ITINTHE AR . IT'S STRONGLY RIDGED BILL
IS ADAPTED TO EXTRACTING JUICES FROMPLANTS AND RHIZOMVES .

THE KAKAPO IS SOMETIMES KNOVWN AS THE 'OWL PARROT BECAUSE OF THE ROUND FACIAL FEATHER DISC SET OFF BY
WHISKERS AND BECAUSE OF IT'S NOCTURNAL HABITS . EMERGING FROMHIS BURROW AT DUSK IN THE MATING SEASON
THE NEW ZEALAND BUSH MUST ONCE HAVE ECHOED WITH THE MALES LOUD CHARACTERISTIC BOOMNG CALL .
THEY ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN AFFECTIONATE AND LOYAL PETS , SMELLING SWEETLY OF HYACINTHS AND BEHAVING
MUCH LIKE AFATHFUL DOG.



